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Taunton River Watershed Management Plan
Draft Phase II Outline
1. Additional Data Collection and Analysis Needs






























• Stop using drinking water to water 
gardens and lawns
• Protect drinking water protection areas 
(source water protection areas)
• Transfer development rights from 
source water protection areas
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Collection of roof 




• Use roof runoff as irrigation source (rain 
barrels & cisterns)
• Treat and infiltrate runoff from roads & 
parking lots (recharge drinking water 
supply and baseflow)
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Infiltration of Roof 








• Each acre of impervious =
• 1000 gals/day of surplus water
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Wastewater Options
• Treat and return wastewater flows as 
recharge within the basin
• Treat pharmaceutials/nitrosamines 
• Treat and re-use wastewater for 
irrigation (golf courses, etc)




• Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)
• Village Centers/Growth Incentive Zones















• Each new development minimized impacts
= slow deterioration
• Each new development caused no new net 
impacts
= no improvement/status quo
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Frequent Fertilizers
• There are 20-30 million acres of lawn in the 
U.S.
• If lawns were a crop, they’d rank fifth on the 
basis of area
• Nutrient runoff from lawns can cause 
eutrophication in streams, lakes & estuaries
• 52% of people who fertilize OVER-fertilize
• Only 10-20% of lawn owners perform soil tests 
first
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Regional Residential 
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Poor Pooch Poop Scoopers
• 41% of people own dogs
• Of dog walkers, 41% admit they rarely       
or never clean up
• Of these, 44% would not clean up even 
with a fine, complaints, collection or 
disposal methods
• However, 63% agreed that pet wastes 
contribute to water quality problems
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Chronic Car Washers
• 55-70% of households wash their own cars
• 60% are “chronic car washers” who wash 
their car at least once a month
• 70-90% report that their wash water drains 
directly to the street and eventually, the 
storm drain
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• 1 in 4 U.S. households has a 
septic system
• Septic system failure rates are 5-
35%
• 50% of owners are “septic 
slackers” who have not cleaned 
or inspected their system in the 
last three years 
• 12% have no idea where their 
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Bad Mechanics
• Only 30% of car owners change 
their own fluids
• Of these, 80% claim to 
dispose/recycle their fluids 
properly
• Only 1-5% dump oil and 
antifreeze into the storm drain
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